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PRESS GUIDANCE: 'OPERATION TO RESCUE BOSTAGES
The Department of Defgnse-haé nothing to add to what
eration to rescue the hostages,
It is suggestedrthét.fou check back
additional infgrmation later today,
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(SMUCCLERS)

WASHINGTON (UPI) - A EROUP NF SMUGCLERS STWBLED ON THE IRANIAN
DESERT STAGING AREA FOR THE U.S. MILITARY FORCE THAT TRIED TO RESCUE
THE HOSTACES, BUT RAN AWAY INSTEAD NF REPORTING THE INCIDENT TOC
AUTHORITIES, A WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL SAID TNDAY,

AT ONE POINT A BUS WITH 53 PERSONS ON RCARD WAS STOPPED BY
AMERICAN TROHPS ON THE ROAD NEAR THE STAGING ASNUT 200 MILES
SOUTHEAST OF TEHRAM. THE RESCUE PARTY DETAINED THE PASSENGERS.

THEN A TRUCK AND A CAR WERE SEEN COMING DNWUN THE ROADWAY, THE
LS. TROOPS "STNPPED THE TRUCK," SAID TIE WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL.

"THE TRUCK WAS RELUCTANT Tﬂ STCP AND.THEY FORCED IT TO. THE FELLOW
WHO WAS DRIVING JUMPED OUT AND RAN ARMAUND, JUMPED INTO THE SEDAN AND
THEY WENT OFF THE ROAD, HEADING ACROSS THE DESERT,™ HE SAID.

"1 UNDERSTAND IT IS THE TRADITIONAL PATH PF SHUFFLFRS IN THE AREA.
THERE WAS A GENEFRAL INCLIMATION TO BELIEVE THAT THE LAST PLACE THAT
PEOPLE IN THAT CAR UERE COING WAS Tn THE LOCAL GENDARMES = AND
APPARENTLY THEY DIDN'T. "
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_ 2 Late'ycsterday, I cancellea a- carefully 2
p blanned ooeratlon whlch was underuay,;n Jran to-p091txon our rescue- - F
tcam for. later wlthdrawal of Ancrzcan hostagcs yho have beeh held e

Equlpment failure in the resche helxcoPters nade 1t
Eééessary ‘to end: the mission. . As -our :team ‘was wlthdrawlng,-afte :
my “order to do so, two ‘of ‘'our hmerican aircraft collided on the lﬂjﬁﬁ
“ground’ £ollow1ng a refucling operation in a remote desert: location ;™
_:n Iran. Other information about this rescue mission w111 be made .. - .-
allable to the Amerlcan pﬂople when 1t is aoproprlate to do SO. -

_-E{ﬁf'_;, There was no flghtlng, there was no cOmbat-' But to x
'my deep regret;”czght of. the crcwmen of the two aircraft which ..
N and several othpr Amerlcans vere hurt in the

Jeypected to recover_

= TSI,

: ...No'knowledge of thls operat:on by any Irnn1an'off1c1als.
‘or authorztaes was evxdent’to us unt;l_qeveral hours_after all
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3 Dur knew,"and't knew, that the oneratlon
was’ certaln to be dxfflcult and it was certain to be déhgéfaus. We e o
'were all convlnced that if and ‘when the rescue oppratmon had been A
T .coamenced that it had an excellent chance of success. ” They were ERRE
1l voluntcers; thcy werc all hxghly trained. - T met with theiy
R aders before they went ‘'on this operation. They knew then what

oes of m1nc and of all’ Rmorlcans they carrled wlth them.

L] e - -0 . S . oy .
e *"v--—--wv'rx:_v- _,{,, T M R s

L SR To the_faml]:?s-of those kho died and who wexe wonnded
I. want to eyprc -Lhe admlrntjon T fcel forwthe cnnrngn of. ST”‘——R

— - 0....... - ..‘«_..
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:lqvedipnc and the aorrow that I. .cel oersonally for Lthc sacrlflcc.-
-awWTﬂ-uqF"%ﬁm%ﬂmdﬁmwﬂw»--=I"WWWM"¢‘ i - 1 -
R N M e i ey »a - LN, - o I




S A S - - . e e T e L S e e e eV i e

FaLLD*I\G 15 THE TEXT OF A STATE“ENT "ISSUED BY THE
PRtSIDENT- EMBASSYES SHOULD .AT THEIR DjSCRETION, CONVEY,
JHaESUBSTANCE" OF THE STATEMENT -TO -APPROPRIATE HOST - .-
c‘h‘&j},?rﬁuus AT . THE EARLI&ST TI\af_,.‘_;___-. -

EGIN TEXT.=¢. . o :

-.—_‘

TﬂE PRESIDCUT HAS DRDERED THE CAVCELLAT;ON UF AN OPERATION
IN IRAN wHICH WAS UNDERWAY TO PREPARE FDR A"RESCUE OF OUR - ARSI
"HOSTAGES, - 'THE MISSION wAS TERMINATED BECAUSE OF E&UIP- _-fg}lu;~g;5-fg;;g;n
MENT FAILURE, . DURING.THE SUBSEQUENT WITHDRAWAL OF .. . ~-.00 "F..oi 7 ‘oo =it ”
AMERICAN PERSONNEL THERE hAS A COLLISIEN BETAEEN QUR ~ "t o™ o7 L 7w
"AIRCRAFT.UN .THE GROUWD AT"A REMOTE DESERT LOCATIOw IN IRAN, "~ 1. .7 7 7+%)
THERE HERE. VO HILITARY HOSTILITIES, BUT THE PRESIDERT . . 7n7 e e 270 0
DEEPLY REGRETS THAT EIGHT AMERICAWN CRFq MEMBERS OF THE T i iy S Liie
2T#D AIRCHAFr WERE KILLED AND OTHERS AERZ I~JURED In THE =~ .o o T.s o170
“ACCIDEHT, -~ AMERICANS INVOLVED IN THE -OPEKRATION HAVE NOw -0 .0 =%l g
BEEN AIRLIFTED FROM:IRAW AND.THOSE H-D 'WERE INJURED-ARE . ° . e
BEING GIVEN HEDICAL TREATntur (AN ARE E!PEETED oo el T
RELU‘IER 2“ -l .- : . P .

THIa HISSIDN ¥AS NUT MDTIVATLD By HUSTI;ITY "TUNARD IRAN ;’ﬁ:;a“Lf; S
"OR _THE - IRA*IAN PECP'E AND THERE h&QE hn IRANIAN SR LT e
CASUALTIES, oo Do e T T e T

"..1'

pR;paanrxovs FOR "THIS RESCUE MISSION wERE URDERED FOR
HULENITARIAN 'REASONS, TO PROTECT THE NATIONAL INTERESTS -
0‘15 COUNTRY, AND TO ALLEVIATE INTERVATIUNAL TENSIONS. 7
T RESIDENT . ACCEPTS .FULL RESPOnSIBILIIY FoR THE .
DEL ston TO ATTEMPT 70 RESCUE. = - -

..-.._—-__. "I R,

YHE NATION 1S DEEPLY GRATEFUL 70 IuE anave'Mau HHD ths PR
“PREPARING TD RESCUE. THE HOSTAGES,. i i e

T . -re e - - - e e T
Loled -<% - . - -

J___.- r———_— Lol

THE UNITED STATES. CONTINUES TO HOLD THE “GOVERNMENT OF
IRA\? RESPUVSIBLE FOR THE. SAFETY UF‘ THE AHEHICAN HUSTF!GES
TyE uuiféb STATES RLMAINS DLTERHINEU 10, oela;e THEIR
fsaré RELEASE AI‘THE EARLIEST PUSSIBLE onrs.@ END TExT.V
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.f cmb:ss& #Eiazzin?dfOIBthlsfr s;ué Cffort bﬁ“a" 5h0£tf;-ofter
‘ N ized.”"But, for a number of reaso

-.r ng
-ith:;lcgow]to P"t-those,rcbrue plans into effect. " To gelfzzzfgge.'F:V‘
A mplex oper txon had to:be . tho product of’ intenslve o1:nn13g~_;_

a:and 1nte : -
2] 2pd Intensive trainingand rcp-“atod'

S --' e T ,_-}:. a Ealinrls
nd with voluntary actlon on” “the part of Lhe Iranlan offvcaals;j{-;:;;

then,” has bcen and w111 be orcIcrable

3‘-’-::.:.',":.'27 2o - : T
.:f-Thls'rescne dttcmpu had to awalt my judgment that the*.
‘Ir*nxan authorztles ‘could not or vould not resolve this crisis on- '
thexr own 1n1tlath3.%¥w1th the—steady tinraveling of authorxty in-
rs that were “posed -to the safety of the

*;I}an and the mountlng dange
“hostages thomselves "ahd the growlng "realization that ‘their- early
release was highly unllkely,,l nade a. decxslon to conmence the.

réscue operatlons plans.;'-

?was obv;ouslyh
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Thls attempt becamo a necass1ty and a duty. tThe
3 dertake the rescuc made it conolctely
'fpractlcable.A accordingly, I made the decision to set our .long ~-;”“”*
cveloped ‘plans .into operation. I ordered this rescue mission . :
repared in order to safeguard American lives, to prolect rmerica's
I pational interest and to- reduce the tersions in the world that
;]n?have been caused among many nations as this-crisis has continued.

7 1t was my decision to attempt the rescue operatlon. s It was my -
':dec1510n to cancel .it’ ‘when problems developad in the placement of

1" our rescue team’ fox’ a Lutu:e rescuc ooor1tlon- The responsxbzllty .

:.is fully my own--*'

rcad;ness of our team to un

n the aftr:natb of the attﬁmﬁt wo ooﬁtinue to heold

Iran resoon51ble for the safety and. for the AN
who ‘have bcen held so long.u"

thc government of
?release of.the Amerlcan hostages

ThémUnlted States renalnsvoetermlncd to. hr)ng about B
1est ‘date _possible. As Presxdent, B

feels the ceep gratitude 1 fcel for

-;ﬁrhe brave men who were prepared to ‘rescue” thﬁrr fellow hmPracans
.from capt;vxty._ nnd C as Presxdpnt, ‘I.atso xnow Lhat the nation. R
.- 'T"harnS'not ‘only my: dlgaopoxnfment that the rescuce effort coulgf not =
_”f}be mounted because ‘of wechanical ‘difficrlties, but also wy determlnatm
a :Lo persevere and to brlng all of our hostaﬂcs home Lo [’ELdOm.p:J .

o=ty e,

Zthcxr safc rélea se at the earl
‘T know- that oux entlre nation




e he hdve bcﬂn dzsap001nted before. e w1ll not g;ve
. .-up in our. efforts- e 'I‘hroughout this" extraordmar:.ly- difficult

period, we have puraugq and will continue to Dursue-evefy ‘possible
o T avenue tS secure the rolecase of the hostages. In these cfforts,
_the support of the Imerican people and of our friends throughout
“the world has been 2 most crucial elennnt. That support of other
Snatlons is even ‘more important now. ' ¥We will scek to continue,” along
Twith other natlons and with the officials of Iran,” a prorpt 17
~rosolution of the CIl’I” without- any loqf of 1ife and rhrough

:pcaceful and dlplonatlc neans. :






